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THE c( P.R* ” LETTER HAG. 


orcss ” to the children’s understanding, so that they should profit by them, I 
Think a few suggestions would be very helpful Xo many mothers who intend 
reading “Little Christian’s Pilgrimage” to their children. 

I amalso very anxious to hear of a concise, clearly-written, very simple 
book on Botany, giving enough classification for young children from six t«. 
nine, without 'burdening their minds with unnecessary or very scientific 
names. Burgess’ “ Old English Wild Flowers ” seems very good, but a little 
intricate for young children. What I require is more of a botanical “object 
lesson ” book, to act as a guide in looking for flowers, and in arranging them 
as simply as possible according to their different classes, without any intricate 
or elaborate names, and following whichever system (the Linnean or Natural) 
is most suitable for young children. I should also be grateful for name 
of really good book of same kind on “trees.” Some of the readers of the 
Parent d Review may not know of a charming book on astronomy, “ Among 
the Stars,” by Agnes Giberne. It is a story-book, and cannot fail to interest 
children or older people, and is beautifully written. J. p. 


We share in what is in truth, a national loss. Miss Clough’s breadth of 
view, insight, and intense sympathy with parents, led her, from the first, to 
take a warm interest both in the P.N.E.U. and the Parents' Review. She 
felt very strongly that a child gets education, in the sense of the training of 
character, chiefly from his parents, and the respectful attitude of her mind 
towards parents exercised a wholesome check on the tendency of a new 
movement to discard old traditions. In the crowd that met at London 
House for the last annual meeting of the P.N.E.U,. there was no more inter- 
esting figure than that of Miss Clough ; the fiist to be taken from us of 
the three or four good and great women who have revolutionised the intel- 
lectual education of their sex. It was fitting that she should die in harness 
We owe her a d-bt of lasting gratitude for encouragement, counsel, and help 
in the movement of which the Parents' Review is the organ. 


OUR WORK. 


THE FESOLE CLUB. 

The Prize in the competition for February was awarded by Arthur 

Mrs^Dentom ’ t0 M ' SS Ed ‘ th Graham Erskine Crum : Prvxime aecessit. 

Certificates of having followed the year's course with diligence and 
attention (i.e., having done all the exercises set, or all but one, unavoidably 
omitted) are awarded to the following: Miss E. G. E. Crum, 100 marks- 
Mrs. Denton, 97 ; Miss S. E. Ward, 85, Miss Emily Watson, 83 ; Miss' 

] A Tv^u'c 2 ’ ?J. 1SS Annie Kgerton, 79; Miss M. L. Baskerville, 72 ; Miss 
L. S. Hall, 64 ; Miss Eva Sandbach, 64 ; Miss A. E. Eyles, 61 ; and Miss 
lw S. Ellis, 59. It is an interesting coincidence, but entirely undesigned 
and unexpected, that the first and second places in the competition have 
fallen to the members whose monthly marks place them first and second on 
the certificate list. 

Subject for May.— Read the paper on “ Flower Studies ” in the Parents 
Review for May 1891. Correct on p. 106 the date and place of sending in 
drawings ; which must now be sent by the end of the month to W? G. 
Collingwood, Lanehead. Coniston, Lancashire. Members who have already 
done the Primrose can take any other small flower or plant, treated in the 
way described in the paper, as their subject. 

Prizes. — Ten Shillings is offered for the best list of Twelve Educational 
Books on Early Training, most suitable for mothers. 


Der Biichcrbumi . — For the terms of membership apply to Miss Elsa 
d’Esterre Keeling, 41, Holland Road, South Kensington. The subject of 
study this year is “Germany’s Four Great Poets.” 

Ambleside . — The students of the Plouse of Education have been indi- 
rectly much before the public during the last month, and the warmest 
sympathy is shown with the movement. A large drawing-room meeting, by 
the kind invitation of the Duchess of Portland, at her house in Grosvenor 
Square, gave opportunity to bring our work before ladies in society, and the 
sympathetic response was very cheering. Sir Douglas Galton occupied the 
chair, and said he was interested in the House of Education, as offering a 
desirable training to, and opening a career for, girls who have been educated 
at the various High Schools in the country. The active part Sir Douglas 
Galton takes in the direction of the schools under the Public Day Schools 
Company makes his sympathy and co-operation very valuable. 

Dr. Schofield, in proposing a vote of thanks to the Duchess, made some 
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OUR WORK. 


remarks on the educational movement, of which the P.N.E U tl, p 
R eview, and the House of Education are among the outcome* n,Y 
considers that the development of Mr. Matthew Arnold's ri S fi h ° field 
“ Educat, ° n 15 an atmosphere, a discipline, a life,” offers a very * c ienHfi 
practical idea of education. He remarked that he was led to in ! fic L * nd 
self in the matter through a casual introduction to a number of the P ^ 
Review. He ordered the whole, and made a careful smdv of t , 
with the result that he has thrown himself heartily into what he reco 
as a great work. The gain to the movement in the adhesion of 
and active an educationist and man of science is very great f &b e 

Another large and influential meeting was held bv the 1 inrt ; •. 

of Mnfcordon, at Ms house in Prince? Gate, espeml l in dt ! ° U 
House of Education. Dr. Baruardo’s “S 

added much to the interest and value of the meetin- 1 

The number of our students has doubled, but the demand for them has 
inc. eased foui fold. We earnestly entreat earnest-minded and refined young 
women, who care for children and want a career, to come to us and be trained 
for this noble work. Age, up to thirty-five, so far from being a disqualify 
tion, is an advantage, b 4 lca 

Dr. Schofield has kindly consented to accept the (honorary) office cf 
Examining Physician to the House of Education. Under his direction the 
students will qualify for the diploma of the National Health Society in 
Physiology, Hygiene, and Nursing, as part of their certificate of fitness for 
the care of children, physical, intellectual, and moial. 

Dr. Johnston (Ambleside) is good enough to lecture on “ Hygiene,” and 
we hope to publish some of the lectures' we value so highly in the Parents 1 
Review (“ Chats with Xante.”) 

The Parents' Review School. — We are about to send out papers for the 
Easter examination. The results will be known before this is in the hands 
of our readers, but we wish to say a word of encouragement in advance. 
The Easter examination is the most difficult of the year, because it is set 
with a view to a “ remove” for the children who do well, and so prove 
themselves fit for a higher class. 

Mother s’ Education Course . — Will mothers and others who wish to 
enter in this course kindly send for the curriculum to the Editor (House 
of Education, Ambleside). The work will begin in June. The course 
will include work for the diploma of the National Health Society. Kindly ' 
send stamped and addressed envelope. 


P.N.E. U. NOTES. 


the Rev F WH B K A cel CH ’ wj 1 T 7 Meetin S held at the Grammar School, 
of tl .V ■ e , el,nffm the cha,r - Address by the Gen. Hon. Secretary 
of the Society on the subject of “ Punishment.” 

Hampstead and St. John’s Wood Branch, March 18.— A most 
successful meet. ng of th.s Branch was held last night at 159 King 

y S R ° a , d ’ ". hCn a . pa P er was read b y Mrs. J. Spencer Curwen on 

How to make Music interesting to Children ” The lecturer advocated 
the Tonic Sol-fa System as the most scientific method of teaching a child 

mmil an P d rm b P H J? 11 “ that most calcu,a * d to interest the 

pup, 1, and be understood by him. Children who had been thoroughly 

grounded m this manner more easily learnt the ordinary staff notation than 
those who had not been so taught, besides having a more intelligent appre- 
ciation of the facts upon which harmony is based. Illustrations were given 
in sight reading, together and separately, by Mrs. Curwen’s three children 
(the youngest of whom was only seven years old), both from the Sol-fa 
Modulator and from a passage in Staff Notation, written by the Chairman 
on the blackboard during the meeting. The chair was taken by Mr. F. G. 
Edwaids, and the discussion which followed was much enjoyed by the 
membeis and friends (about sixty) present. The work of this branch is 
frequently noticed in the local papers, in one of which (the Hampstead 
Advertiser) a most interesting discussion on “ The Early Training of Chil- 
dren ” is now actively proceeding week by week, arising out of Dr. Eady’s 
lecture last month. 

Hampstead Branch.— On April 6th, at 159 King Henry’s Road (by 
kind permission of the Misses Locket), a lecture was given by Miss Helen 
Webb, M.B., on “ The Physical Development of Children, and Some Simple 
Means of Testing its Progress.” The chair was taken by Dr. G. D. Pidcock. 
The lecture, which was illustrated with diagrams, and a number of valuable 
instruments for testing strength, breathing capacity, reaction times, &c., was 
followed by discussion, after which members had an opportunity of inspect- 
ing the exhibits. The final meeting of the present Session is fixed for 
Thursday, May 5, when Mrs. Steinthal has kindly promised to read a paper 
on “Art in the Nursery.” Mr. Henry Holiday, the well-known artist, will 
preside. 

Leeds Branch.— A meeting was held at the rooms of the Yorkshire 
College of Education, on March 24th, when it was resolved that a Branch 
of the Parents’ National Educational Union should be started in Leeds. 
Mrs. Barron undertook the duties of Hon. Secretary. It was decided that 
some book on education should be read by all members, and meetings 
should be held for the discussion of the same. 
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Reading Branch.— The notice of the meeting of this Branch (March 
29th) went to press before the meeting took place. The Bishop of Reading 
sent expressions of great regret that he was unavoidably absent, and of strong 
sympathy with the movement. The chair was taken by Mr. G. W. Palmer, 
and the meeting was largely attended and very interesting. 

Drawing-room meetings with a view to initiate branches were held at the 
following places, and were addressed by the Gen. Hon. Sec. : — 

West Norwood, March 28. — By the kindness of Miss Mason. 
STREATHAM Hill, March 30.— By the kindness of Mrs. Stewart- 
Mackay. 

Woolwich, April 31. 

Snaresbrook, April 2. — By the kindness of Mrs. Spedding-Curwen. 
Most of these meetings were attended by large and sympathetic audiences, 
and w ill, we hope, lead to the formation of active branches in suburbs of 
London, where the merchant and professional classes congregate. 

The series of addresses on “ The Early Training of Children,” given with a 
view to spread the principles of the Society, were particularly interesting, as 
showing the deep and serious interest taken by mothers in educational 
problems. 


THE 
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“Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


discipline. 

By the Rev. Canon Parker. 

{Principal of the Theological College, Gloucester .) 

Part II. 

We have seen that the ultimate end and object of discipline is 
the learning by the disciple the existence of law, and the for- 
mation of the habit of ready obedience to law. 

It will be recognised by all, that just in proportion as this 
ideal is a lofty one, so it involves no little time and no slight 
endeavour to make much progress towards it ; consequently the 
parent or teacher cannot afford to lose any time in commencing 
this course of discipline, cannot afford to lose any opportunity 
during that course, and cannot afford to neglect the use' of any 
means which may tend to contribute to the desired end. 

To this end it will be imperative to accustom children as 
soon as possible to the reign of law. As soon as they can 
understand it, and so far as they can understand it, the univer- 
sality of the reign of law should be explained to them, with 
the advantages consequent upon the observance of order, and 
the disadvantages which ensue upon disorder. It may be 
shown how and why the sun sets, and the seasons follow each 
vol. hi. — no. 4. Q 




